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Welcome to the Cormorant Books Fall 2011 Online Catalogue!
What you have before you is more than a digital version of our print catalogue. It is an online tool geared to making your book-buying  
experience easier and more convenient.

To take full advantage of the features this catalogue offers, we recommend you install the most recent version of Adobe Reader. You can  
download it for free here.

Now let’s take a moment to look at some of the features available in this catalogue:

Hotlinks
Any text that appears in this style is a link. Clicking ‘Visit the website’ will direct you to the book’s page at our website. Please visit the 
book pages often; we are constantly adding new online content, such as excerpts, readers’ guides, links to reviews, and more!

Ordering
Clicking on ‘Order’ in the navigation bar on the right-hand side of the screen will direct you to a list of our sales representatives. 
Please contact them if you wish to order any of our fine titles.

Sticky Notes
This feature allows you to mark up the pages of the catalogue using Sticky Notes. Simply right-click anywhere on the page and select ‘Add 
Sticky Note’ from the menu that appears. When you have finished commenting, you can save the document — with comments — and send 
it to someone else. In fact, the catalogue you are reading right now may have already been marked up! You can also print out the document 
with the comments attached at the end.

 
If you have any questions or comments about using this catalogue, please contact b.ibeas@cormorantbooks.com, and we’ll be more 
than happy to help you out.

Sincerely,
Cormorant Books Inc.

http://get.adobe.com/reader/
mailto:b.ibeas@cormorantbooks.com
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Come from Afar 
Gayla Reid

In England in the spring of 1939, Clancy, an Australian nurse, 
waits with her infant daughter for news of her lover, who was a 
volunteer with the Mackenzie-Papineau Brigade in the Spanish 
Civil War. 

As she waits, Clancy shares with her daughter the story of her  
own childhood in the Australian bush and her disastrous  
marriage to an English archaeologist. When the Spanish Civil  
War erupted, Clancy volunteered on the Republican side. Her 
chance for happiness amid the chaos came when she met the  
young Canadian, Douglas Ross. She has not heard from him 
since the final desperate offensive.

The fourth work of fiction by the award-winning Australian- 
Canadian writer Gayla Reid, Come from Afar is a sweeping 
historical story of personal and political struggle.

New Release • Fiction

ISBN 978-1-77086-044-5 | Release: August 2011 
5.5” x 8.5” | HC | 384 pp | $32 

FIC019000 Fiction/Literary, FIC014000 Fiction/Historical

Marketing & Publicity

•	 Pitched to the Sunshine Coast Festival of the Written Arts, Eden Mills 
Writers’ Festival, Vancouver International Writers Festival, WordFest, 
Word on the Street, Harbourfront International Festival of Authors, Thin 
Air Winnipeg International Writers Festival

•	 Local readings
•	 Specialty mailing to women’s magazines and literary journals
•	 Possible profile in Room magazine
•	 National review mailing

About the Author

GAYLA REID’s work has garnered numerous 
awards, including: the 1994 CBC/Saturday Night  
Literary Award, the 1994 Journey Prize, the 
Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize (To Be There With 
You, Winner 1995; All the Seas of the World, 
Finalist 2002; and Closer Apart, Finalist 2003), 
and the Marian Engel Award in 2005. She now 
lives in Comox, BC.

Visit her website at  
www.gaylareid.net

http://www.gaylareid.net
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Dancing Lessons 
Olive Senior

When her house in the Jamaican countryside is damaged by  
a hurricane, Gertrude Samphire is sent by her estranged daughter  
Celia to Ellesmere Lodge, an assisted living centre. Gertrude 
is unimpressed with her new wealthy neighbours, and spends 
most of her time alone. It is only through writing that she 
finds her voice, and she begins to record her life in a notebook:  
memories of her gothic childhood, impetuous marriage, and 
struggles with raising a family. Gertrude slowly comes out of her 
shell, establishing and mending the relationships she has been 
missing for so long—and comes to realize shemay not be as alone 
as she once felt.

New Release • Fiction

ISBN 978-1-77086-047-6 | Release: August 2011 
5.25” x 8” | TPB w/ flaps | 384 pp | $22 

FIC019000 Fiction/Literary

Marketing & Publicity

•	 Pitched to Eden Mills Festival, VIWF, WordFest, Word on the Street, IFOA, 
Thin Air, Ottawa Writers Festival

•	 Local and national readings
•	 Possible cover of Quill & Quire
•	 Possible profiles in the Toronto Star and the National Post
•	 National review mailing

About the Author

OLIVE SENIOR is the prizewinning author of 
a dozen books of fiction, poetry and non-fiction. 
Her short story collection Summer Lightning 
(Longman, 1986) won the inaugural Common-
wealth Writers’ Prize for Best Book, and her  
poetry collection Over the Roofs of the World 
(Insomniac, 2005) was a finalist for the 2005  
Governor General’s Literary Award for poetry. 
Born in Jamaica, she has travelled widely and 
now spends most of her time in Jamaica and  
Toronto.



in
stru

ctio
n

s
co

n
te

n
ts

o
rd

e
r

co
n

ta
ct

Passing Through 
David Penhale

Toronto is not a place Daniel Foster wants to be for very long.  
If not for his daughter Mary being in financial trouble, he  
would not be here at all. What he really wants is to be back in the 
Arabian Peninsula or, better yet, on a plane heading to retirement 
in Thailand. But when the bank that holds his million dollar  
savings crashes, he realizes he will be stuck in Toronto much 
longer than he expected. Forced to move in with Mary and her 
daughter Shawna, Foster must relearn everything he thought he 
knew: job skills, parenting, even how to love again.

Passing Through is a funny and thought-provoking look at 
what it takes to keep going after losing everything.

New Release • Fiction

ISBN 978-1-77086-053-7 | Release: September 2011 
5.25” x 8” | TPB w/ flaps | 288 pp | $22 

FIC019000 Fiction/Literary

Marketing & Publicity

•	 Pitched to Eden Mills Festival, Authors at Harbourfront Centre, Word on 
the Street, Ottawa Writers Festival

•	 Local and national readings
•	 Possible coverage on Classical 96.3, CBC, CTV, and Rogers
•	 Possible coverage in Zoomer magazine, the Toronto Star, NOW Magazine, 

Open Book Toronto, Torontoist, Metro Toronto
•	 National review mailing

About the Author

DAVID PENHALE is a published poet. He 
spent several years in Dubai, and honed his first  
novel, Passing Through, at writing workshops 
at the University of Iowa. Penhale now lives  
in Toronto, where he teaches writing and is 
working on a second novel.
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The Third Letter 
Michèle Marineau ● translated by Susan Ouriou

Montreal actor Agathe O’Reilly is the recipient of anonymous  
letters that have become increasingly threatening and worrisome, 
with their references to betrayal,punishment, and revenge. Have 
they to do with the traumatic events that marked her childhood in 
western Quebec, events she has kept secret until now?

When threats turn to violence and a first victimis claimed,  
Agathe is at a loss as to where she should turn: To her loyal but  
meddling best friend? To her possessive lover, amarriedman and 
a star onQuebec’s theatre scene? To a helpful neighbour who  
harbours some secrets of his own? To the police? Or to her family, 
with whom she has had no contact for years? Just how far will  
the letter-writer go to exact revenge?

The Third Letter, by two-time Governor General’s Award-
winning writer Michèle Marineau, is a love story wrapped in a 
mystery novel, brimming with suspense and soul.

New Release • Fiction

ISBN 978-1-77086-050-6 | Release: November 2011 
5.125” x 7.625” | TP w/ French Flaps | 288 pp | $22 

FIC019000 Fiction/Literary

Marketing & Publicity

•	 National review mailing

About the Author

MICHÈLE MARINEAU was born in Montreal. 
She is a two-time winner of the Governor  
General’s Literary Award (Children’s Literature,  
Text, French language) for Cassiopée ou l’Été 
polonais (1988) and La Route de Chlifa (1993), 
and has been shortlisted three times for the  
Governor General’s Literary Award for  
Translation.

About the Translator

SUSAN OURIOU is an author and translator. She has been nominated three 
times for the Governor General’s Literary Award for Translation, winning in 2009 
for Pieces of Me by Charlotte Gingras; has appeared four times on IBBY’s honour 
list for translations; and was a runner-up for the John Glassco Literary Transla-
tion Prize. She is a former director of the Banff International Literary Translation 
Centre, and currently lives in Calgary.
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New Under the Sun 
Kevin Major

Needing a change, Shannon Carew takes a job in the National 
Parks system in Newfoundland and Labrador.The journey brings 
her life full circle, returning her to the birthplace she abandoned 
years before. As she makes new connections, and unearths old 
ones, Shannon learns the land holds many memories: stories of 
Maritime Archaic, the Vikings, the Basques, the Beothuk, and the 
Europeans who came after.

New in trade paperback • Fiction

ISBN 978-1-77086-057-5 | Release: October 2011 
5.5” x 8.5” | TPB | 408 pp | $21 

FIC019000 Fiction/Literary, FIC014000 Fiction/Historical

Marketing & Publicity

•	 Possible event at Sweet Relic bookshop in St. John’s
•	 Local and national readings
•	 National review mailing

About the Author

KEVIN MAJOR is an award-winning au-
thor of fifteen fiction and non-fiction books for  
both young adults and adults. His previous  
work includes Hold Fast, winner of the Governor 
General’s Literary Award for children’s litera-
ture, and No Man’s Land, his first adult nov-
el, which has been adapted into a play and  
performed for the past ten years by Rising Tide 
Theatre. New Under the Sun is his second 
adult novel. 

Born in Stephenville, Newfoundland, he  
currently lives in St. John’s with his wife; they 
have two grown sons.

“A gripping, even poetic, narrative of survival ... Major’s 
verbal play is delightful, especially to a reader like me, 
who appreciates fine rhetoric and a good pun.”
— The Globe and Mail

“Each narrative strand is compelling in its own way ...  
A skilful work of fiction.”
— Quill and Quire
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The Pursuit of Perfection
a Life of Celia Franca 

Carol Bishop-Gwyn

Born into a working-class family in 1921, Celia Franca, though a 
capable dancer, was an unlikely candidate for ballet greatness.  
But Celia possessed a drive that was almost unrivalled, and went 
on to become one of the most important figures in Canadian ballet 
in the twentieth century.

Franca grew up in London, England, and started dancing when 
she was four, ultimately becoming a star performer with the 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet. When a group from Toronto was hopeful  
of establishing a major ballet, they brought Celia across the  
Atlantic to be the founder. Celia went on to build the company, the  
National Ballet of Canada, into a major cultural force in Canada.

Commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of the National Ballet of
Canada, The Pursuit of Perfection tells of the battles, the 
heartbreaks, the successes, and the accolades Celia and the Ballet 
shared.

New Release • non-Fiction

ISBN 978-1-77086-043-8 | Release: October 2011 
5.5” x 8.5” | Cloth | BW photos | 384 pp | $36 

BIO005000 BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY/Entertainment & Performing Arts

Marketing & Publicity

•	 Announcement in the National Ballet of Canada’s spring subscription 
brochure

•	 Local and national readings and speaking engagements
•	 National review mailing

About the Author

CAROL BISHOP-GWYN is a writer and dance  
historian. She holds two post-graduate degrees  
in dance history and has taught courses  
at York University, Ryerson University, and 
the School of Toronto Dance Theatre. Bishop- 
Gwyn  has worked as a broadcaster and 
producer for CBC National Radio and as a  
freelance magazine writer.
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The Jonas Variations: A Literary Séance is a one-of-a-kind 
collection: free translations, imitations, variations, reverberations,  
and refutations of poems in other languages that inspired its 
author—poet, writer and journalist George Jonas—to words in 
English. The poets span centuries; the languages include Latin,  
Arabic, French, German, Hungarian, Russian, and Spanish. 
A thumbnail portrait of each poet in the context of his times  
precedes Jonas’s versions and re-visionings: poets as well known 
as Catullus, Dante, Baudelaire, Verlaine, Heine, and Rilke rub 
shoulders with names much less familiar to most readers. Jonas 
conjures up the spirits of his poets, dialogues with them, and in 
doing so gives them new life. This romp through multilingual 
literary history is at once a very personal project and an inspiring 
example of one man’s lifetime engagement with poetry.

New Release • poetry

ISBN 978-1-77086-056-8 | Release: September 2011 
5.25” x 8” | TPB w/ flaps | 240 pp | $24 

POE011000 Poetry/Canadian

Marketing & Publicity

•	 Possible profiles in Maclean’s and the National Post
•	 Marketing to university and college media
•	 Specialty mailing to literary journals
•	 National review mailing

About the Author

GEORGE JONAS is a poet, novelist, play-
wright, journalist, and television producer. He 
contributes to many Canadian and international 
periodicals and newspapers and has written  
fifteen books, including several international 
bestsellers. Vengeance: The True Story of an Israeli 
Counter-Terrorist Team (Simon and Schuster,
 1984) was adapted into the Academy Award–
nominated film Munich in 2005. Jonas’s most 
recent book is Reflections on Islam: Ideas, Opinions, 
Arguments (Key Porter, 2007), a collection of 
essays.

The Jonas Variations
a Literary Sèance 

George Jonas
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So Long 
Louise Desjardins ● translated by Shelia Fischman

It is Katie MacLeod’s fifty-fifth birthday. While her daughters  
throw her a celebratory brunch, Katie takes stock of her  
life and her loves. Will she take a chance on her internet penpal, 
Francois, and embrace this virtual romance?

Through gentle prose, Louise Desjardins continues her  
observations of human relationships. In the small town of 
Arntfield, where the narrator spent her childhood, we join  
her as she recalls the mythical Look-Out Country Club, the  
site of past sins where her father played the violin, and the  
MacLeod Music Store.

PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED • Fiction

ISBN 978-1-891751-90-7 | Release: November 2011 
5.125” x 7.625” | TP w/ French Flaps | 304 pp | $21 

FIC019000 Fiction/Literary

Marketing & Publicity

•	 Review submissions for local and national coverage

About the Author

LOUISE DESJARDINS is the author of several 
collections of poetry. Her first novel, La Love,
was awarded the Grand Prix du Journal 
de Montréal and the Prix des Arcades de 
Bologne. Desjardins is also the author of  
Darling, the biography Pauline Julien: La vie à 
mort, and a collection of essays, Coeurs braisés.

About the Translator

SHEILA FISCHMAN is the winner of the 
Canada Council Translation Prize, the Governor 
General’s Literary Award for Translation, and the 
Molson Prize. She is a member of the Order of 
Canada. The Perfect Circle, her translation of Le 
cercle parfait by Pascale Quiviger, was shortlisted 
for the 2006 Scotiabank Giller Prize.



Terms and Policies Customer Service and Sales
Ordering Information
For your convenience we have included one order form. Simply in-
dicate the number of copies of each item you wish to order in the ap-
propriate box and fill in the billing and shipping information at the
top. When ordering prepacks (displays), please indicate the
number you wish.

Original invoice and packing slips ships are included with
shipment unless otherwise instructed.

Contact Customer Service or your sales representative to estab-
lish terms of sale. All prices, terms, and ship dates are subject to
change without notice.

All Thomas Allen book imprints and assorted titles are com-
bined for order minimums. Our order minimum is 10 assorted
books.

All prices quoted are suggested retail and subject to change
without prior notice.

Return Policy
Books and calendars are fully returnable in resalable condition (no
price stickers) beginning three (3) months after invoice date. Returnable
Calendars are only permitted with a “Returnable Contract” signed and
submitted with original Calendar Order. NO RETURN AU-
THORIZATION IS REQUIRED. Customer pays all freight and
handling cost on return shipments. Please include your ac-
count number on chargeback and packing list to ensure
that credit will be issued correctly to your account. Account
numbers can be found on your statement, packing list, or any
invoice. Please also include invoice number and/or date, along
with ISBN, title, quantity, price, and discount.

Return Credit: Calendar Returns will be credited at original
purchase price. Book returns will be credited at the retailer’s high-
est earned discount. Returns from customers with both warehousing
and non-warehousing accounts will be credited at a blended discount
factoring in both types of sales to both accounts. Returns of more
than one (1) carton should be labeled, for example, 1 of 3, 2 or 3,
etc.

Send books along with packing slips to: Thomas Allen & Son
Limited, 390 Steelcase Road East, Markham, Ontario, L3R
2G2. Returns sent to any other locations will be refused. Workman
Stationery and Ryland Peters & Small Stationery are sold non-
returnable.

Claims
All claims for shortages and/or damaged items must be made
within 30 days of receipt or they will not be honoured.

Nonreceipt
All claims for nonreceipt and/or requests for Proof of Delivery
(POD) must be made within 30 days of receipt of statement or
they will not be honoured.

Mail-Order Catalogues, Premium Sales,
and Special Sales
Contact our Special Sales Department for further information on cal-
endars and books for use in mail-order catalogs, as giveaways, and for
fund-raisers. Quotations are also available for custom imprinting of
calendars and books.

Customer Service

Customer Service and Order Desk: 905-475-9126 x 310
Toll Free Phone: 800-387-4333, Toll Free Fax: 800-458-5504
Email: info@t-allen.com

Credit Department Supervisor: Anna Babakos
Tel: 905-475-9126 x 307, Fax: 905-475-6747
E-mail: anna.babakos@t-allen.com

Marketing/Publicity

Director of Marketing and Publicity: Krista Lynch
Tel: 905-475-9126 x 325, Fax: 905-475-4255
E-mail: Krista.Lynch@t-allen.com

Marketing Manager: David Glover
Tel: 905-475-9126 x 324, Fax: 905-475-4255
E-mail: david.glover@t-allen.com

Publicity Manager: Catherine Whiteside
Tel: 905-475-9126 x 353, Fax: 905-475-4255
Email: catherine.whiteside@t-allen.com

Marketing Coordinator: Bonita Mok
Tel: 905-475-9126 x 342, Fax: 905-475-4255
E-mail: bonita.mok@t-allen.com

Sales Representation

National Sales Manager, Toronto, Ontario: Darryl Scott
Tel: 905-475-9126 x 327, Fax: 905-475-4255
E-mail: darryl.scott@t-allen.com

Sales Coordinator: Karen Gastle
Tel: 905-475-9126 x 354, Fax: 905-475-4255
E-mail: karen.gastle@t-allen.com

Sales Assistant: Katie Payne
Tel: 905-475-9126 x 336
Email: katie.payne@t-allen.com

Premium Sales, Special Markets: Barbara Benoit
Tel: 905-475-9126 x 306, Fax: 905-475-6747
E-mail: barbara.benoit@t-allen.com

National Accounts Manager & Library Accounts:
Laureen Cusack
Tel: 905-475-9126 x 326, Fax: 905-475-4255
E-mail: laureen.cusack@t-allen.com

National Accounts Manager & Key Toronto Gift: Kathy Elliot
Tel: 519-829-3248, Fax: 519-821-0482
E-mail: kathy.elliot@t-allen.com

British Columbia, NWT & Yukon – Trade & Gift &
Alberta – Trade: Aydin Virani
AV Sales, 24311 – 63rd Ave., Langley, BC V2Y 2G4
Tel: 604-417-3660 Fax: 604-539-7760
E-mail: aydin@avsalesandmarketing.com

British Columbia, NWT & Yukon – Trade & Gift:
Kim Herter, Vancouver, BC
Tel: 604-722-0884, Fax: 604-539-7760
Email: kim@avsalesandmarketing.com

118 www.thomasallen.ca
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Sales Publishers & ISBN Prefixes
Vancouver Island and Gulf Islands – Trade & Gift:

Susan Lewis,Salt Spring Island, BC
Tel: 250-653-4770, Fax: 250-653-4773
Email: sulewis@island.net

Metro Toronto, Eastern and SWO —Trade & Gift:
Martin & Associates: Michael Martin and Margot Stokreef
416-769-3947, Fax: 416-769-5967
Toll Free Fax: 1-866-225-3439
E-mail: michael@martinsalesagency.ca

margot@martinsalesagency.ca

Christa Yoshimoto
Tel: 905-689-2097, Fax: 866-431-9542
E-mail: christa@martinandassociatesales.com

Quebec—Trade & Gift: Tim Smith
Tel: 450-656-3501, Fax: 450-656-5204
E-mail: t.smith@videotron.ca

Manitoba & North Ontario—Trade & Gift; Sask Trade:
Sandra Bowles
Tel: 204-453-8512, Fax: 204-453-8518
E-mail: retromodernsales@gmail.com

Atlantic Provinces—Trade & Gift: Susan E. Rank
Tel: (902) 679-9718, Fax: (902) 679-9733, Cell: (902) 698-3000
Email: srank@live.ca

Gift Sales – Alberta & Sask: Jerry Polsky, Calgary, AB
Tel: 403-253-4067, Fax: 403-253-4101
Email: jpolsky@telusplanet.net

Hardware Specialist: Brian Aasgaard
Tel: 905-334-0272
Email: brianaasgaard@sympatico.ca

24-Hour Toll-Free Order Dept:

Telephone 1-800-387-4333 • Fax: 1-800-458-5504

Main Switchboard 905-475-9126 • Fax: 905-475-6747

CTA Member — Our SAN #1151762

E-Mail — info@t-allen.com

Thomas Allen Publishers 0-919028-
0-88762

Albert Whitman & Company 978-08075-
Algonquin Books 0-912697-

0-945575-
1-56512-

Artisan 1-885183-
1-57965-

Black Dog & Leventhal 0-9637056-
1-57912-
1-884822-

Chambers Publishers 0-550-
Cormorant 978-1-897151

978-1-77086-0
Creative Homeowner 978-15801-
Harvard Common 978-09167-

978-15583-
Hazelden 0-89486-

1-56838-
Health Communications Inc. 1-55874-

07573-
0-932194-
0-941405-
0-922352-

Holiday House 0-8234-
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 0-395-

0-618-
0-89919-
1-57630-
1-881527-

innovativeKids 978-1-5847-6
978-1-6016-9

Larousse 2-03420-
Leisure Arts 1-57486-

1-60140-
1-60900-

Merriam-Webster 0-87779-
Ryland, Peters & Small 1-84172
Storey Books 0-5807-

0-8866-
Skyhorse Publishing 1-60239-

0-96602-
0-977785

Square One Publishers 978-07570-
978-09664-
978-09701-
978-09702-
978-09844-
978-18906-
978-18909-

Tristan Publishers / 0-931674
Waldman House Press 0-9726504

Workman Publishing 0-89480-
0-911104-
1-56305-
0-7611

Yankee Publishing 978-15719-

For Children’s titles please see the separate Fall 2011 catalogues
from Holiday House and Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

Suggested Retail prices are the means by which
we calculate the sale price to our customers.
Our customers are not required to sell our
products for the suggested retail price
imprinted or stickered on the products and
may sell the products at a lower price.
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CONTACT US

Editorial & Production
Barry Jowett 
E-mail: b.jowett@cormorantbooks.com

Online & Marketing
Bryan J. Ibeas 
E-mail: b.ibeas@cormorantbooks.com

Text Design
Tannice Goddard | Soul Oasis 
E-mail: tgoddard6@cogeco.ca

Publisher
J. Marc Côté

Poetry Editor
Robyn Sarah 
E-mail: r.sarah@cormorantbooks.com

Publicity
Meryl Howsam 
E-mail: m.howsam@cormorantbooks.com

Art Direction & Design
Angel Guerra | Archetype Design 
E-mail: angelg@rogers.com

Cormorant Books Inc.
215 Spadina Avenue, Studio 230
Toronto, Ontario
Canada
M5T 2C7
T: 416.929.4957 | F: 416.929.3596 
www.cormorantbooks.com

The publisher gratefully acknowledges the support of The Canada Council of the Arts and the Ontario Arts Council for its publishing program. We acknowledge the financial support of 
the Government of Canada through the Book Publishing Industry Development Program (BPDIP) and the Government of Ontario through the Ontario Media Development Corporation, an 
agency of the Ontario Ministry of Culture, and the Ontario Book Publishing Tax Credit Program.
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