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A novel about wealth and power and the struggle to fit in.  
 
When Sean McFall encounters golden-haired David Goldberg and his larger-than-life father, 
Saul, he is dazzled by the family’s riches, power, and ease in social situations. The bright lives of 
the Goldbergs are profoundly different from those of Sean’s working-class parents. But as Sean 
grows up and is pulled closer to the centre of the Goldberg family by the gravitational force of 
their wealth and position, he discovers a tyrannical and abusive patriarch, an estranged relative 
bent on revenge, and dark family secrets. As he struggles to reconcile his first impressions with 
the realities he later confronts, Sean must determine who he is, what he will stand for, and 
whether he can resist the attraction that has dominated his life. 
 
Rich in understanding of the relationships between parents and children, the loyalty we show 
our friends, and how a family’s past haunts its present, The Great Goldbergs is about the 
compromises we make in pursuit of wealth and acceptance, and for love. 
 
The Author 
Daniel Goodwin is the author of two previous novels – Sons and Fathers and The Art of Being 
Lewis – and the award-winning poetry collection Catullus’s Soldiers. He lives in Ottawa with his 
wife Kara and their lovely, rambunctious children. 
 
Praise for previous works: 
 
Art of Being Lewis 
“Imagine if, one fine day, your meticulously structured world fell apart. For Lewis Morton, a 
successful architect, it’s as if one of his buildings has collapsed over his head, burying in the 
rubble his sense of purpose and even his sanity. In this insightful, well-crafted and warm-
hearted novel, Daniel Goodwin shows us that the materials upon which we build our lives 
should include the tricky yet essential blend of steel and imagination. This is that essential story 
of how to build a house that can properly be called a home.” - David Layton, author of The 
Dictator 
 
Son’s and Fathers 
“Goodwin has pulled off a sharp, clever debut. His prose is strong and his characters 
memorable.”— Quill & Quire 


