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Claws of the Panda tells the story of Canada’s failure to construct a workable policy towards the 
People’s Republic of China. In particular, the book tells of Ottawa’s failure to recognize and 
confront the efforts by the Chinese Communist Party to infiltrate and influence Canadian 
institutions and to exert control over Canadians of Chinese heritage. It shows how Canadian 
leaders have constantly misjudged the reality of the relationship while the CCP and its agents 
have benefited from Canadian naivete. 
 
The Expanded and Updated edition of Claws of the Panda arrives at a crucial point as Canada’s 
delusions abouts its friendly relations with the CCP have fallen apart since the book’s initial 
publication. This edition sets out to uncover Ottawa’s relationship with Beijing in light of the 
CCP regime’s increasingly suspicious and belligerent relations with the US and Europe. The age 
of a distinctly Canadian bilateral relationship with Beijing is over. 
 
The Author 
Jonathan Manthorpe is the author of three books on international relations, politics, and history, 
including Restoring Democracy: in an Age of Populists and Pestilence. His previous books include 
Forbidden Nation: A History of Taiwan and The Power and the Tories: Ontario Politics 1943 to the 
Present. In recent years he has written columns for a wide variety of publications in Canada and 
overseas. Over his fifty-year career as a journalist, he has been the foreign correspondent in 
Asia, Africa, and Europe for Southam News, the European Bureau Chief for the Toronto Star, 
and the national reporter for The Globe and Mail. In 1981 and 1982, Manthorpe was an advisor 
in London to Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau on the patriation of the Canadian 
constitution. For the last few years, he has been based in Victoria, British Columbia. 
 
Praise for previous edition: 
"This global affairs veteran has carved out a solid, mature path, including for 'flawed 
democracies' like the U.S. We'd all be wise to follow." — Vancouver Sun 
 


