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The Uncaged Voice is a collection of writings from journalist-refugees living in Canada. Their 
works are brutal and heart-rending, demonstrating the strength and resilience of journalists and 
writers from countries where freedom of the press and of expression are ideals, not realities.  
Contributors include: 

Aaron Berhane was a founder and editor-in-chief of the largest independent newspaper in 
Eritrea when the government ordered a crackdown on journalists. He died in 2021. 

Gezahegn M. Demissie is an award-winning journalist, writer and filmmaker born and 
raised in Ethiopia. Demissie is the leader of the Writers in Exile Committee of PEN Canada and 
currently edits the community journal New Perspectives. 

Alexander Duarte is a Venezuelan journalist who has worked for El Nacional, one of the 
most-read newspapers, and as director of public relations with the Attorney General of Venezuela. 

Ava Homa is a Kurdish writer, journalist, and activist who was born in Iran, where she was 
a university teacher before leaving. 

Abdulrahman Matar is a Syrian Canadian journalist, novelist, and poet, as well as a board 
member of the Syrian Writers Association and managing editor of Awraq magazine. 

Ilamaran Nagarasa is a freelance journalist, human rights activist, and refugee advocate, 
originally from Sri Lanka. 

Luis Horacio Nájera is an award-winning journalist and refugee in Canada since 2008 after 
receiving death threats because he reported on cartels and corruption along the US-Mexico border. 

Kiran Nazish is a Pakistani journalist covering conflict and human rights. She is the founder 
and director of the Coalition for Women in Journalism. 

Pedro A. Restrepo is a writer, journalist, interpreter, and human rights activist from 
Colombia who is the author of books of poetry, a novel, and works on pedagogy. 

Maria Saba is a writer, storyteller, and arts educator originally from Iran. She has published 
three books and over a hundred articles, interviews, and stories. 

Kaziwa Salih, is an award-winning Kurdish author of several fiction and non-fiction books, 
as well as the founder and editor-in-chief of two journals, Nivar and Newkar. 

Mahdi Saremifar is an Iranian journalist. He was a science correspondent for Hamshahri, one 
of the most read newspapers in Iran, and editor-in-chief of an Iranian popular science magazine. 

Bilal Sarwary is an Afghan journalist who has worked extensively with western media 
outlets over the last 20 years in Afghanistan including the BBC for 14 years. 

Savithri is a freelance journalist originally from India who works as a translator, columnist, 
and novelist. 

Arzu Yildiz is a Turkish-born award-winning investigative journalist, senior reporter, editor, 
public speaker, and the author of four books. 

 


